
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANOING
for the coordinated development of the Black Sea Ring Highway

The Governments of the member-states of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation
Organization (BSEC), hereinarter referred to as the Parties.

desiring to reinforce the cooperation of the BSEC member-states promoting
international road transport of gocos and passengers, considered as of great
importance for their econogric develcpment.

believing that a coordinated plan of road construction and rehabilitation is vital to
build and extend ties among the E. U., Black Sea and Asian countries, called
upon to satisfy the reguirements for international traffic in the future,

emphasizing that the solution of common problems of coordinated development
of the road infrastructure requires new and innovative approaches within the
framework of the regional cooperation,

considering that ihe development of the Black Sea Ring
referred to as BSRH, will also promote co-operation in
multimodal transport infrastructure,

desiring to have adequate road interconnections with the
Pan-European and the Euro- Asian Transport Networks,

Highway, hereinafter
the development of

Trans-European, the

taking into account the Joint Declaratron of Transport Ministers of the BSEC
Member-States on the connectlcn of the Black Sea Transport Network with the
Trans-European Transport NetwcrK within the framework of the Euro-Asian
Transport Links signed on January 28.2005 in Thessaloniki.

wishing that the BSRH be constructed in ccordination with the E.U.. with the aim
to be inciuded to ihe Network fcr Efrension of the malcr Trans-European
Transport axis to the neighboring countnes and regions,

bearing in mind lhat the eccncmic cooperation must meet the real needs anc
interests of the Panres.

being aware that the construction of the BSRH constitutes a major challenge for
the BSEC Organization, whose bcdies are called to particjpate actively and
interact fcr i ts success.

conscious of the fact that infrasiructure ie,relopmenr is a long te,.m process.



agree on the following Memorandum of Understanding, as a step towards the
common objective of the construction of the Black Sea Ring Highway:

Art icle 1. Purposes of MoU

1) The strengthening of the cooperation among the Parties to the development
of the Black Sea Ring Highway (BSRH), an international road round the Black
Sea, in accordance with the agreements entered into force and the related
regulat ions and standards. Such cooperation shal l  be primarrly focused on
the elaboration of policies. including general principles and actions, such as
organizational, legislative and eccnomic ones, as weil as means of their
real izat ion and fol low-up:

2) The deveiopment of the BSRH shall be a major step towards the creation of
the Black Sea Ring Comdor. a multimodal transport network and shouid
include maintenance. reconstruci ion. rehabil i tat ion, upgrading and new
construction of main and ancillary road infrastructure:

3) The provision of assistance in the BSRH design, construction, technical
maintenance, operation and management in the territory of the Parties, within
the framework of the comprehensrve European transport infrastructure, thus
allowing the construction of missing links in the existing highway network of
the Black Sea region;

4) The definition of prerequisites and conditions for the most efficient use of
funds and know-how provided by pubiic and private sources:

5) The furiher dissemination in the region of knowledge, experience, know-how
accumulated by now in EU member-states.

Art icle 2. Main Features of BSRH

1) The BSRH is a high capacrty highway. The BSRH Steering Committee.
establ ished by the Art icle 3 of the present fulemorandum of Understanding.
may examine jn detai l  the exact main route of ihe Highway, t ts anci l lary l inks.
as weil  as i ts technical standards. on the basis of recommendattons and
norms approved by international crganizations and the EU, including the
relevant Eurcpean Agreement on Main International Traffic Arteries (AGR).

2) The BSRH shail  provide fcr servtces cf an adequate quali ty for up-to-date
l r r f f i n  o n < r  r n n n  q a f e n r  q a F c a  a n a l  a a m f a a t  a n r '  r  ^ h ^ l l  ! - ^  l i + ^ + ^

-  J ,  L l  U 5 .  l t  ) l / c l l l  l d u i l l L c l l c

economic and social develcpment to the benefit of the entire Eurcpean
continent. ln this context. the Parties, taking into consideratton that parts of
the BSRH are also parts cf the Trans-European Transpcn Nehvork. agree lo
promole the BSRH to the ccmpetent internationai authcri t ies. in the future, be
included in the Network for E.rtension cf the major Trans-European Transpon
axis to ihe nerghboring ccuntr ies and regions.



3) The BSRH length is approximately 7000 km.
The main route and its connections may inciude the following cities:
lstanbul lTurkey), Samsun (Turkey), Trabzon (Turkey), Batumi (Georgia).
Poti  (Georgia), Yerevan (Armenia). Baku (Azerbai jan), Novorossiysk
(Russia), Rostov-on-Don (Russia), Taganrog (Russia), Mariupol (Ukraine),
Meli topol (Ukraine), Odessa (Ukraine), Chisinau (Moldova). Bucharest
(Romania), Constantza (Romania). Haskovo (Bulgaria), Sofia (Bulgaria), Nish
rSerb ia r .  Be lg rade (Serorar .  T i rana (A lbanra) .  Ed i rne  (Turkey t .  Komot in i
(Greece), Alexandroupclis (Greece), lstanbul (Turkey).

4) BSRH Steering Commirtee wji l  elaborate the main route and i ts connections
at a later staae.

Article 3. Organizationai Measures to Reaiize the BSRH

'1) To execute the BSRH FroJect. the Part ies agree to establ ish the BSRH
Steering Committee holding i is sessions at least once per year. immediately
before or after the session of the BSEC Working Group on Transport. The
BSRH Steering Committee formulates the BSRH development policy and
decides on al l  relevant measures with for i ts real izat ion.

2) Each Party and the BSEC PERMIS shall be represented on the BSRH
Steering Committee and shall appoint one representative together with
her/his alternate. Such representatives may coincide with those participating
in the BSEC Working Group on Transport. The Parties agree to invite the
BSTDB to fully participate to the BSRH Steering Committee. All Parties shall
be notified of such appoinfnents through the BSEC PERMIS. The BSRH
Steering Committee shall take its decisions by ccnsensus. respecting its rules
of procedure, which i t  shal l  approve. English is the working language of the
BSRH Steering Committee, The Parties shail preside in the Steering
Committee in turn with a bi-annual rotation in the order indicated in Annex I
which js the integral part of the fuloU The Presidency shal l  be exercised by
each BSEC member-state acccrding to the esiabl ished trmetable. The Vice-
Presidency shall be exercisecj by ihe BSEC me!'nbe!'-state whjch will assume
the next term of Presidency

Representatives of BSEC cbservers. BsEc-related bodies, BSEC secloral
dialcgue partners, other rnternational organizaticns and inst i iut ions
concerned may be inviteC to the sessions of the BSRH Steering Committee.
wnenever appropnale.

The Part ies agree also to esiabl ish a Jcint Permanent Technicai Secretanat.
whose task is to support the works of ihe BSRH Steering Ccmmii lee and to
proceeo to any necessary acl ions, on the basis of instruci ions set by ihe
ESRH Steering Commrrtee. icr the implementatron cf the highway. fulcre
specrf ical ly. the Joint Permanent Technical Secretanat shal l  subrnrl
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Commirtee to the identificaticn cf financial resources
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5) In each Party's country a National Coordinator for the BSRH is appointed by
the Government of the respective country. This Coordinator is competent for
the coordination of any activi ty carr ied out in the country concerning the
BSRH. This Coordinator may coincide with the above mentroned
representative or her/his alternate in the BSRH Steering Committee.

6) Financing of administratrve. organizational and technical measures shal l  be
effected out of the BSRH Prolect Specral Purpose Cooperation Fund formed
under a separate international agreement between the Parties and setting out
the objectives, tasks, means and procecjure of the Fund management.

Articie 4. Financing of BSRH

The Joint Permanent Technical Secretariat shall be estabiished in
Thessaloniki and the Hellenic Republic shail provide its overall running costs.
Financing of the BSRH construction and reconstruction can be effected out of
national funds and budgets as well as various capitals originating from the
private sector. Financing may also be provided through EU funds and loans
by the European Investment Bank, the European Bank of Reconstruction and
Development. the World Bank and other banks and Funds.
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Article 5. Procedure for Amending of MoU

Amendments may be introduced into the Memorandum
accordance with any procedure set forth herein:
a) At the request of any Party, its amendment proposai
BSEC Transport Working Group.

of Understanding in

is considered by the

b) ln the event that the amendment is aoprcved by a majority of 2/3 of those
attending and participating in the poll and if such majority includes thal al 213
of the Parties represented and participating in the poil, the Secretary General
of BSEC PERMIS shall deliver the amenciments tc ail Farties for their
aDorovar.
. t  Shnrr in  'hc .ar2rnrr fu  ̂(  ) t3  a i  ihp D:r t res 2ncTove the anendmgnt .  :hg

BSEC PERMIS shai l  noi iry to al l  Part ies thereof and the amendment shai l
enter into force on expiry of twelve months frcm the date of such notice. The
amendment shal l  enter into force in respect of arl  Part ies.

2) At the request of at least 1/3 of the Parties the Secretary General of BSEC
PERMIS shall call a ccnference, to which BSEC member-states shall be
i n r r i i a a  T h o  n r n n o d r  r r o  ^ . . a ^ ^ r ^ ^
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be annlieci rn recerd to anv amendment submjrted for ccnsjceration bv such
conference.
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Article 6. Communication of Administration's Address

Each Party, at the mornent of signature, rat i f icat ion, adoption or approval of
the present McU or accessing thereto shal l  inform the Secretary Generai of
BSEC of i ts administrat ion's name and address at which amendment
proposals shall be delivered in accordance with Article 5 of the oresent MoU.

Article 7. Entry of MoU into Force

Thrs Memorandum of Understanding will beccme effective on the first day of
the month follcwing the date when eight padies sign li and notiry BSEC
FERMIS that thev ccmpleteC the legal procedures required fcr this purpose

Article 8. Duration

The present fuloU shail remain in effect for an initiai term of ten years and
shail thereafter be automatically extended for consecutive five-year periods,
unless terminated upon notice by the 2/3 of the Parties. Their objections must
be expressed not less than one year prior to the expiration of the ten-year
term.

Article 9. Denunciation and Termination of MoU

The original of the present MoU drawn up in one copy in English shal l  be kept
by the Permanent International Secretariat (PERMIS) that wi l l  hand over an
attested ccpy to each Falry and carry cut ail obligations that result from its
role as a depository.

Co,rernments cf BSEC member-states. whicn have not sicnei the present
lVloU may be partres therero only arter its entqv into force.

Governments which have signeo the present MoU after ris enlry intc force.
may be parties thereto cn the thirtieth day after passing to the deposiiory of a
notice of rhe ccmpleticr cf al l  natronai procedures accriec orrcr tc entnT intc
fcrce of internalionai agreernents.

Each Party may denounce the presenr MoU by submitting a written notice to
the Secretary Ceneral of tsSEC.

The present fvlcU shal i  ceccme nui l  ano void i f  the number cf Fanies havinc
signeC rt is ess lhan fcur ,vrthin anv perrco of consecutive iweive months.
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srqned in Belgrade, on the 19tn day of the month of Apri l  of the year 2007 in a singre
copy rn the English language,

For the Government of the Republic of paerbarlaf __ ] -

For the Government of the Republic of Buloaria

For the Government of Georgia

For the Government of the Hellenic Republic

For the Government of the Republic of Moldova

.. Lr.\-,.,_,.,\1-. -a- 
"
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For the Government of Romania

I
For the Government of the Russian Federation

For the Government of the Republic of Serbia

For the Government of the Repubiic of Turkey

For the Government of Ukratne

\-\.
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